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Things to do 
 

Cities and towns to see 
 
There are so many great towns and cities to visit within striking distance of the 
apartment. Some suggested trips to near-by cities and towns include: 
 

Dubrovnik: 
 

 
 
 

It is tempting to spend every day of your vacation on the beach. But do allow yourself 
at least one excursion. Dubrovnik is a United Nations UNESCO Heritage Site. The 
reason for appointing these is "Protecting natural and cultural properties of 
outstanding universal value against the threat of damage in a rapidly developing 
world", as the UN puts it. You must go! This old city is unique and a small wonder 
that it has survived. 
Dubrovnik is known as The Pearl of The Adriatic. Retaining its status as one of the 
most important Mediterranean ports from the 13th century onwards rich merchants 
have left a city plastered with magnificent Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque building 
- churches being most notable of course. 
The city can trace its origins back to the first Greek settlement in Cavtat (about 400 
B.C.). It remained an important province during the Roman time and when the Avar 
and Slavic tribes invaded in 614 the population moved to the present place where 
they were able to build a strong fortified city. The city was an important factor in the 
Mediterranean trade for centuries where it remained to some degree independent 
through shifting rulers of the area. A bad earth quake on April 16 1667 destroyed 
much of the town and killed some 4000 people. After that it never fully recovered its 
former status. 
But you do not have to be interested in history or architecture to enjoy Dubrovnik. 
Being a university town it is a "young city" with numerous concerts, a theatre, an 
opera, shops, markets and greater scores of great seafood restaurants that you 
would expect to find in a 70.000 population small town carrying a thousand years of 
history with pride. 
During the Balkan wars in the mid 90's Dubrovnik was bombed sporadically from the 
surrounding hills. Luckily the low calibre weapons used did not impact significantly 
though standing on higher ground you will notice the patches of new red tiles on the 
roofs around the city. Those places are where the shells impacted. 
 
When to go: Dubrovnik is quite popular with the Mediterranean cruise ships. The old 
town can be very crowded when there is more than one ship visiting - and that 
happens frequently. When you plan to go there, you may check on the ships on this 
site. We recommend that you visit Dubrovnik Online Travel Guide  
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Suggested things to do :  
 
Walk the town walls, visit the Dominican Monastery (near the Ploce Gate), and visit 
the Franciscan Monastery and the old pharmacy (near the Pile Gate). 
If you have Google Earth installed then a click on this placemark will show the 
museums. 
If you have the time, the small evergreen Island of Lokrum is well worth a visit. It is 
just 10-15 minutes from Dubrovnik by boat. The Island has subtropical vegetation 
with beaches and wonderful footpath along lovely coves. There is a Benedictine 
monastery along a 10m deep small lake called the Dead Sea. 
 
Parking in Dubrovnik: 
 
Be aware that parking can be a problem and that if you are lucky to find a parking 
space you must buy a ticket. It is 5 Kuna per hour and tickets (Parkirna Karta) are for 
sale in all the small kiosks that sell magazines and from the attendants at the regular 
big parking places. On the ticket you must mark the current date and time and place 
it behind the windscreen of your car. There is one place near the Pile Gate where the 
cost is 10 Kuna per hour and because of this it is the most likely place to find a 
vacant space. More information about parking and transport in Dubrovnik 
 

Ston and Mali Ston 
 

 
 

 
At the root of Peljesac Peninsular you find two small fortified towns. Both are fortified 
towns build in the beginning of 1300's by the Republic of Dubrovnik. The length of 
the wall is about 5 km, and about twenty bastions have been preserved. This should 
make it the longest fortification in the world apart from The Great Wall of China. It 
was build to protect the salt production which is still going on in the valley. Ston is a 
great place to start out if you want to walk on the walls. There is one way: Up. From 
there you can walk all the way to Mali Ston if you like (mali = small). Look at the 
picture. Look down the street and up the hill. The small thing 1/3 up is the main gate 
with walls on each side. 
In Roman times Ston was called Stagnum and had an important strategic position. 
Veliko Kastio (Great Castle), which is a rectangular fortification, is one of the most 
impressive. It is in Ston. It's recommended to start out early before it gets too hot. If 
you do this you can make it to Mali Ston in time for lunch by the seaside. There are a 
number of restaurants at the marina serving excellent seafood. 
On the hill top in Ston is the Church of St. Michael, which together with the Church of 
Our Lady, Rector's Palace and the Franciscan monastery is the most valuable 
cultural monuments. Ston has a very nice atmosphere and much the same qualities 
as Dubrovnik - it is just much smaller. Check out the castle in Ston. Stock up on 
refreshments at one of the cafes, tie your hiking boots and set off up the stairs 
leading to the main gate. When you reach it you can enjoy (and marvel over) the 
reason these walls were build: The salty water basins down in the valley. If you are in 



Komarna Apartments, Klek, Dalmatia, Croatia. 

Page 5 of 50 

for more exercise just set off in either direction when you reach the top of the walls. 
There should be plenty exercise for even the fittest here. If you hike all the way from 
Ston to Mali Ston you might treat yourself to a taste of the local mussels and oysters 
that are farmed in the waters between Peljesac and the mainland. There are plenty of 
places to eat along the harbour front in this pleasant little town. 
In the Bay of Mali Ston lie the largest clam farms in the eastern Adriatic. Oysters and 
mussels and other seafood from the Malostonski Bay are known worldwide. Around 
Ston and on the Peljesac Peninsular there are many opportunities for gastronomic 
experiences if you like mussels and wine. When you drive into the peninsular you will 
see many wine yards. Look out for signs that advertise or even better, ask for a 
guided tour where you have the opportunity to taste the specialities of the area. 
 

Narona / Vid 

 

Narona just outside Metkovic was a Greek settlement first mentioned by the Greek 
historian Theopompus (Historian for Alexander The Great) in the fourth century BC. 
The town continued to be on of the most important in the area. It was eventually 
promoted to the rank of colony under the Romans that used Narona as a base for 
attacks on rebel states and on those pirates' nests that the island-dotted waters 
always fostered. The town's importance grew even further once rebels and bandits 
had been eradicated. It became the regions business centre. Its status lasted until 
the sixth century where it began to decline to be completely abandoned in the mid 
seventh century. Excavation and restoration is still going on so do not expect to see 
the likes of Rome. Keeping this in mind a stroll through the Forum and along the 
remains of the once magnificent defensive walls is a nice break from lying around 
getting grilled on the beach. The new Museum Narona is now open. 2007. Many of 
the artefacts found in Narona are exhibited and the small modern museum is well 
worth a visit. Read more about archeological and architectural aspects of Narona. In 
the Village of Vid you can see various Roman stone carvings which have been used 
to build the modern day houses in the village. More information about Narona under 
Historic Excursions 

The small village of Vid is now standing on the ground where there once was a town 
with 100.000 inhabitants. The older houses in Vid are clearly build with stones taken 
from the Narona ruins and in many walls you will notice nice fragments of sculptures 
and other Roman remains. The local people have found (and sold) many artefacts 
and even today we have heard stories about a black market for antiques. When you 
drive in to Vid, turn right and drive up to the post office (left) where you can park the 
car. 

Walk along the old city wall that has never been excavated, first on the left side and 
later you can walk on stairs that follow the wall up to the new church Madonna of 
Snow. Along the walls you can see remains of small chambers that is supposed to 
have been used as catacombs and the whole area outside the wall is one big burial 
ground that is very little excavated. For example, when excavation started 20 years 
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ago on the grave of the Queen of the Roman Emperor Vespatian, the local 
population managed to stop it because it interfered with their access to the church! 

Close to the new church of Madonna of Snow on the top of the hill in Vid, there is a 
monument that symbolises the Croatian battles at sea. The monument is in honour of 
Duke Domagoj. Continue your walk past the West side of the church and go down 
along the remains of the wall. You will pass one tower that is used as a regular 
residence and notice how lots of stones with Roman inscriptions have been used to 
rebuild the walls. When you continue down to the village centre you will see the 
new and modern museum that opened 18. May 2007. The museum is on top of the 
Roman Forum where the newest excavations was started in 1996. Here the temple 
(Augusteum) was excavated containing 16 statues of gods and goddesses among 
which the most impressive is a 3 m high statue of the emperor Augustus in his 
imperial uniform. The statues are exhibited inside the museum. So much about the 
town is still not known. When Narona was big, it was subjected to several 
earthquakes, every time rebuild and every time a "gold mine" was left under the ruins 
for archaeologist. Hopefully, one day, funds will be allocated so that we may learn 
more about the town.  

Read more about Narona.  See also under Churches: Sv. Vid. 

 

Mostar 

 

Mostar is a great historic city. Visit the tourist office for information. There is a big 
market every Saturday where you are sure to find a bargain. Please look under 
"Cities in the Area" for more information. The city was badly damaged during the civil 
war 11 years ago. The historic bridge over Neretva has been rebuild and opened in 
2004, but there is still much evidence of the fighting and enough left to remind you of 
how beautiful it was before the destruction. 

Mostar is the former oriental trading centre of Hercegovina. You may have heard 
much about this city, which was split during the conflict in the early 1990s. You may 
see the scars of war, but these days, Mostar is again a bustling place, with a 
fascinating history and a wonderful architecture. 

The city is only about 75 km. away and the road through Metkovic towards Sarajevo. 
It is an easy drive. Much easier than the winding coastal road. The city used to be a 
real pearl of multi-ethnic architecture and culture. During the civil war it was 
destroyed in the senseless hatred that broke out between groups of the local 
population and it is still very much marked by the battles that were fought across the 
Neretva River where the left bank is now Bosnian Muslim and the Right Bank is 
Croatian Catholic. 
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There are still many houses that are destroyed or severely marked by the fighting, 
but the centre around the old bridge (Stari Most) is now very busy with cafés and 
souvenir shops and a lot of tourists - even off season in October. 

The old bridge over Neretva River is the symbol of the city. It dates back to the time 
of the Turkish occupation in the 1400's. The war destroyed it and the nearby 
buildings in the old town. One of the encouraging things that have happened is, that 
the bridge is now rebuild and opened on July 23. 2004. It is again a very attractive 
sight and something to remember. 

The whole area around the bridge used to be interesting and beautiful and seems to 
be coming back to its former shape so that future generations will be able to enjoy 
the multi-cultural atmosphere and tranquility that used to be here. It is easy to 
imagine what it used to be when you sit down at one of the many small restaurants 
that operate close to the bridge. 

The city needs tourist. Visitors are very welcome and maybe the best (and only) thing 
we can do is to show up, spend some money, and pray that everything will one day 
be as it used to be. 

If you want to go Mostar, take the road from Metkovic towards Sarajevo. When you 
get close to Mostar, look out for the airport (on the right) and follow the road to the 
left towards the centre a few kilometers after the airport. Look out for signs pointing to 
the right towards "Stari Grad" (old city) or "Stari Most" (old bridge). You will be 
rewarded with impressions that - for good and bad - will stay with you forever. 

Remember you are entering Bosnia so always bring your passport and insurance 
papers for the car. 
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Medjugorje 
 

 
 

Komarna is the ideal place to stay if you want to pray in Medjugorje and also have 
the benefit of a beautiful scenery and The Adriatic Sea. 

On June 24th 1981 a young woman bearing a child on her arm appeared on a hill 
outside Medjugorje. With her free hand she urged six young people to come closer 
but they did not dare to do so as they sensed something extraordinary. However 
urged by a will they could not describe all of them came back the next day 
individually and she revealed herself to be The Holy Virgin. The Holy Virgin also 
appeared the third day and appealed for peace. All in all she has shown herself 10 
times in front of countless people and every day services in different languages are 
held in the church. Since 1981 more than 20 million pilgrims have visited Medjugorje. 
It makes it one of the biggest Catholic pilgrim places along side Lourdes in France. 

Medjugorje is in Herzegovina off the road between Metkovic and Mostar. You can 
find out more about Medjugorje by clicking the following link: Presentation of the 
Medjugorje phenomenon - apparitions of the Virgin Mary. Includes detailed 
information and a frequently asked questions section. 

Driving directions to Medjugorje: 

Remember your passport and insurance papers for the car. 
(All distances are very approximate as read of the meter of a car - in flight) 
- Go to Metkovic. Turn left over the Neretva bridge 
- 1 km to roundabout, turn right towards Vid (Narona) 
- 3 km to Vid, turn right towards Prud (1 km) 
- 6 km to border post  
- Continue 4 km and turn right in Hardomije 
- Continue to Ljubuski and turn right 
- In roundabout turn right 
- Now follow the signs 
We recommend that you park at the big central parking lot behind the church in the 
commercial centre and take a taxi to go to the original small village where Maria 
showed herself 

Alternative route to Medjugorje (longer, but easier ) 
 
- From Metkovic, continue towards Mostar 
- Turn left towards Capljina where you cross the river  
- Continue towards Ljubuski 
- Follow the signs from here 
 
Remember again you are leaving Croatia and entering Bosnia so don’t forget your 
passport and insurance papers for the car. 
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Sarajevo 
 

 
 

The Capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina is beautiful and buzzing. The old centre was build 
under Austrian rule and is architecturally related to other central European cities such 
as Vienna. Sarajevo is a treat in itself. Going there is a pleasant experience for the 
eyes as well. Going by rail or road you will pass through some of the most beautiful 
and varied landscape on the Balkans. 
And you can do it all on a daytrip. 

By Train to Sarajevo 

How about a fantastic train journey with the railway planed and build by Austrian 
engineers during the Austria-Hungarian rule? It is also possible to just jump off the 
train in Mostar and return with the next express which will give you about 4 hours to 
see Mostar (Please see ”Mostar” section elsewhere in this leaflet) . But if you do get 
off in Mostar you will have missed a trip through the most wild and romantic country 
side on the Balkans. The journey starts in Ploce and from here the train follows the 
Neretva River and gives you a good impression of the fertile Delta and the areas that 
have been left as a natural reserve. At Gabela, the old border town with Herzegovina 
the train starts a gradual and - at first - very modest climb up along the Neretva River 
where you pass some beautiful landscape and also see the unfortunate traces of the 
war that ended more than 10 years ago. After 1.5 hour you reach Mostar. 

From Mostar the scenery really starts to be impressive. The train rides on through the 
Naranta River valley with waterfalls and hydroelectric power plants, on to the 
Glogosnica Valley and to Jablanica that is famous for mountain climbing. If you come 
there by car, the delicious roast lamb that you can buy everywhere makes an 
unrivalled meal. Some of the roadside restaurants even use the water in the 
mountain streams to power the spears rotating with roasting lambs. All the way to 
Konjica you should try to look out for old buildings from the time of the Ottoman rule. 
Then the train runs into Trascanica Valley with the wildest and most romantic 
countryside you can imagine. After that it runs along the frontier between Bosnia and 
Herzegovina which is also the watershed between the Black Sea and The Adriatic. 

Finally there is a steep slope where it used to be a toothed rail and the last 10 
minutes go through suburbs into Sarajevo. 

By car to Sarajevo 

If you start in the early morning from Ploce or Metkovic it is possible to return again 
late in the evening and you will have had more than six hours to explore Sarajevo. If 
you have not been there you will be pleasantly surprised by how much has been 
rebuilt since the civil war in the 90’s. Today the city and its people are thoroughly 
modern. But it is unfortunately also now a city sharply divided into a Serb and a 
Croat/Bosnian part. 
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In Sarajevo 

If you need to change money to the convertible BiH Mark you may do so at the post 
office next to the railway station. 
There are several places and museums worth visiting in Sarajevo. Please check this 
web page on Virtualturist to plan your visit. 6-7 hours may be too much for just 
shopping and walking around. 

Take the tram (streetcar) outside the station and jump off in the centre. Be careful 
going back that you take a tram number 4. I did not last time and missed my train. 
This is why I know now that a taxi to Metkovic cost between 100 and 120 Euro 

Planning the trip 

Going to Sarajevo you can catch the train in Ploce or in Metkovic.  

The train leaves Ploce at 06:40 and Metkovic 07:05 arriving Sarajevo 10:41.  

From Sarajevo, it leaves 18:18 with arrival in Ploce 22:05.  

This is the timetable in June 2006. It is advisable to check that the times are still valid 
by visiting the railway station in Ploce or Metkovic or the Internet at www.hznet.hr or 
call (385) (1) 457 74 61. 

The price of a train journey is quite reasonable (2006): Return ticket from Metkovic to 
Sarajevo is Kuna 97.50. It almost makes you think about the "good old days" in the 
70’s where prices were way lower than in Western Europe. If you make the journey 
off-season please remember that Sarajevo is in the mountains (it was the seat of the 
Winter Olympics in 1984) and the weather can be much colder than it is at the coast. 

Please remember your passports as you are going to cross an international border. 

Gabela 
 

 
 

This is the place to go if you're into ancient ruins. In Gabela, four kilometres from 
Metkovic upstream on the Neretva River and just across the border to Herzegovina is 
a small village that has had a very long and troubled history. Some claim that it is the 
location of Troy and the Mexican professor of archaeology, Roberto Salinas Price, 
has written about how the area and its geography fits with the ancient story of the 
Iliad. After the fall of Narona Gabela fortress was the new Neretvan gate to Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Up to the end of the 1100´s it was called Drijevo and was an important 
centre for the trade between Bosnian kings and the Republic of Dubrovnik. From the 
1400´s the name used by others was Gabela (from the Italian word for customs tax). 
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The Turks occupied Gabela in 1526 and they called it Citluk. In 1694 it was handed 
over to the Venetians. In 1716 the Venetians moved their centre to Fort Opus and 
Gabela lost its importance. The locals may tell you that Gabela goes back to pre-
historic time and they may very well be right. Very little excavation has been done but 
Roberto Salinas Price, has found strong evidence that Homers Iliad takes place 
around the Neretva Dubrovnik area and that Gabela is no less than Troy. Who 
knows? - You may find his theory on the web at: http://www.homer.com.mx/  

Mogorjelo 

 

The remains of a Roman villa rustica from the 200's were excavated between 1899 
and 1903. A villa rustica is a large industrial-like farm supplying produce to nearby 
towns. Mogorjelo was the main supplier to Narona. 

Although it is not known it is assumed that it was also used as part of the defence 
system of Narona. It is a very large ruin, 102 times 86 meters - similar to Diocletians 
Palace in Split. The Goth destroyed it in the beginning of the 400's and in the end of 
that century two Christian basilicas were build on the ruins and they also were totally 
destroyed in the beginning of the 600's during the Avar and Slav invasions. 

After the excavation ended in 1903 cypress trees were planted and the area is now a 
beautiful park. There is also a good playground for children and a place to rent 
horses (and a guy to lead them if that's your thing). 
 

Driving directions to Gabela and Mogorjelo, remember your passports: 

·  From Metkovic drive towards Mostar and Sarajevo (road 9).  
·  About 4 km after the border station turn left in Visici.  
·  After 1 km you pass a bridge over Neretva. Continue 700 meter where there 

is a crossing.  
·  For Gabela, turn left and go uphill. For Morgojelo, follow the road to the right 

for about 4 km through Struge and you see the ruins on your right hand with a 
parking place in front.  

·  Gabela is challenging and just follow this instruction. The ruins are so little 
known that many of the locals do not know where they are.  

·  When you turn left in the crossing, go uphill through two sharp turns.  
·  After about 600 meter turn left into a very narrow road where you are 

beginning to doubt that it can be right - just continue for 300 meter.  
·  When you see a church on your left you know that you are on the right 

course.  
·  After the 300 meters you arrive at an open place where you can park.  
·  The entrance to the ruins is on you right.  
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Now imagine that this could be ancient Troy. Many believe it is and the surrounding 
landscape does fit the description in the Illiad 
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Adventure Excursions 
 
If you would like to stay out of the towns and cities there are some great places to go 
and have some fun including …. 

Family River Rafting 

Family rafting on the Neretva River is an impressive adventure for everybody who 
loves nature. During the height of summer the river is very quiet and nothing like 
white-water rafting. There is rafting every Wednesday and Saturday. It starts just 
south of Mostar and ends 15 km later in Biletic. The boats that will take eight people 
each are professional rafting boats and they are managed by professional guides 
and skippers that will train the crew (you!). 

The equipment and safety gear is modern and the guides are old school 
professionals that are used to the river and know every part of it. The trip is quite safe 
for all ages. Even small children may participate. Besides safety equipment, each 
member of the crew will get an oar. In the boat there is a waterproof bag or container 
for keeping cameras and other belongings dry. Bring swim suits, hats, sun cream and 
maybe some dry clothes you may change to at the end of the trip. 

Lunch is served at a picnic spot at the end of the trip. It is not the meeting point 
where your car is parked so do not leave dry clothes in your car, but leave them in 
the bus that pick you up at the meeting point so you can change before lunch. 

A rafting trip on a crystal clear and clean river with will be an adventure to remember. 

Price:  27 Euro per adult, children under 12 half price. Lunch and soft drink included 
Duration: About 4 hours 
Start time: Between 10:00 and 11:00 

Booking : You are welcome to book yourself directly with Marinko Previsic who runs 
the tours. If you want to book through us we will make all arrangements with Marinko. 
The price for the river rafting will be the same. When you book with us we take 
advantage of a special price we have negotiated with Marinko so that you pay 4 Euro 
in Komarna and 24 Euro to Marinko before the trip starts. If you do not have a car we 
can also arrange taxi transport or you could rent a car from Villa Bili. 

Meeting Point:  Remember your passports. Bring swim suit, dry change of clothes in 
plastic bags, hats and sun cream. The rafting is on Neretva River inside 
Herzegovina. 

·  From Metkovic drive towards Mostar and Sarajevo (road 9).  
·  Follow the road and about 14 km. after the border station you arrive to 

Pocitelj, which is very interesting in itself, but for now just pass the village and 
look out for the meeting point just after you pass the old houses.  

·  The meeting point is by Restaurant KUK.  
·  Park your car here and the guides will drive you up the river to the starting 

point for the rafting which is between the Buna River and Mostar.  
·  The rafting does not end here, so take what you need from your car and leave 

it in the bus which will meet you at the end point and bring you back to the 
car.  
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Canoe Safari 

 

Crystal clear water, waterfalls, birds, fish, refreshments served halfway and the picnic 
lunch served at the end of the trip will make sure that you will not easily forget this 
day. 

The Trebizat River that forms Kravica Waterfalls continues and meets the Neretva 
River some 15 km further down. It runs through an exciting karst area that you may 
experience on a Canoe safari that starts in Bozjak near Studenci just after the 
Kravica waterfalls and ends at the meeting point in Struge near Capljina. 

The route is 11 kilometres long and runs through stunningly beautiful karst landscape 
formed by the river over thousands of years. The beginning of the trip is quiet and 
calm and towards the end when the river runs a little faster it gets a bit more exciting 
with a few small and fun cascades. With the help of the instructors, you will soon 
learn how handle the canoes. The canoes are quit safe if you don't do anything silly 
yourself. If your children are under 8 years of age they should be used to swimming. 
If in doubt - ask when you book. Each canoe will only take 2 persons so if you are 
accompanied by a child you may have to do all the paddling yourself. 

It is easy and quite safe even for beginners. The canoes are very stable and easy to 
handle. 

Price: 27 Euro per adult, children half price. Lunch and soft drink included 
Duration: About 5 hours 
Start time: Between 10:00 and 11:00 

Bring your passport, bathing suit, hat, towel and sun cream. There is a waterproof 
bag in each canoe to ensure that your personal belongings like a camera may stay 
dry throughout the trip. At the end of the trip there will be a barbecue at the place 
where you parked the car. 

Booking: You are welcome to book yourself directly with Marinko Previsic who runs 
the tours. If you want to book through us we will make all arrangements with Marinko. 
The price for the canoe safari will be the same. When you book with us we take 
advantage of a special price we have negotiated with Marinko so that you pay 4 Euro 
in Komarna and 24 Euro to Marinko before the trip starts. If you do not have a car we 
can also arrange taxi transport or you could rent a car from Villa Bili. 

Meeting point  for Canoe Safari. Remember your passports. Trebizat River is just 
inside the border in Herzegovina. 

·  From Medkovic drive towards Mostar and Sarajevo (road 9).  
·  About 3.5 km after the border station turn left in Visici.  
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·  After 1 km you pass a bridge over Neretva. Continue 700 meter where there 
is a crossing.  

·  Follow the road to the right through Struge.  
·  First you pass one small bridge over a narrow stream, then after a right turn 

you pass the main stream of Trebizat River.  
·  After the second bridge turn left down a dirt road and turn left again towards 

the river where you find the meeting point.  
·  Park your car here and the guides will drive you up the river to the starting 

point for the canoe safari.  

Photo Safari 

 

Photo Safari in the Neretva Delta 

The travel agents Atlas and Narona Tours and the Hotel Villa Neretva organize photo 
safaris in the delta in July and August. The guests travel in original Neretva boats 
through the swamps of the delta and the journey ends up at Villa Neretva at a rich 
table of specialities from the river and with good wines. 

There will be refreshments served on the boat and at a rest on a nice picnic spot in 
the delta there are opportunities for swimming in the clean river. 

The price for a River Safari is 25 Euro per person, half for children, and it can be 
booked through the housekeeper in Komarna. 

Kravica Waterfalls 

 

The cold, clear water falls into a small valley. From noon onwards (when the sun gets 
hot) some of the water particles hurdled into the air vaporise and put a lid of mist on 
top of the valley making it a pleasant shade-like feeling to be there. 

Getting tired of relaxing on the sandy beach you can head out into the pool of water 
which also has a sandy bottom. If you are up to it you can swim across the pool 
(notice how the water gets colder), climb the rocks and jump. This is what the local 
teenagers do to impress one another - and perhaps the girls. 

There is also a restaurant where you can enjoy the view and relax by listening to the 
rumbling from the waterfalls. There is just one problem: The falls are very difficult to 
find unless you have a local to lead the way. 
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Driving directions to Kravica waterfalls - Remember  your passport and 
insurance papers for the car:  

This is the short route - (All distances are very approximate as read of the meter of a 
car - in flight) 

·  Go to Metkovic. Turn left over the Neretva bridge  
·  1 km to roundabout, turn right towards Vid (Narona)  
·  3 km to Vid, turn right towards Prud (1 km)  
·  6 km to border post  
·  Continue 4 km and turn right in Hardomije  
·  After 1 km - look carefully for small road that turns very, very sharply to the 

right  
·  3 km turn right on bigger road  
·  After 2,5 km you pass a bus parking on the left  
·  Continue 1 km and drop the car where you can, but respect the "no parking" 

signs.  

This is longer, but easier to follow: 

·  Go to Metkovic. Continue towards Mostar and pass the border.  
·  Turn left over the river into Capljina and drive through the town  
·  At the T-junction turn towards Ljubuski and continue for about 15 km.  
·  Turn left and follow the road to the very end where you pass a bus parking  
·  Continue 1 km and drop the car where you can, but respect the "no parking" 

signs  

National Park at Mljet 

 

There is now a car ferry from Prapratno close to Ston going to Sobra on Mljet. The 
ferry leaves Prapratno at 06:30 and at 11:00 and you can return from Sobra at 16:00 
and at 20:00. The crossing time is 45 minutes. For a car and two people, the ticket 
costs 152 Kuna each way. 

If you want to get directly to the national park and leave your car on Peljesac there is 
a catamaran from Trstenik half way up the peninsular. This will take you directly to 
the main entrance of the park in Polace. There is also a catamaran operating from 
Dubrovnik: http://www.alpex.hr 

Mljet is the greenest island of the Croatian Adriatic. 72% of the island is covered with 
forest. Primarily pine woods. The one place you must visit on Mljet is the lakes at the 
western part. They are surrounded by pine forests and a lovely environment where 
many people spend more than a day just walking around. 
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Go to Polace and buy an entrance ticket at the kiosk in front of the Roman Palace. In 
Polace there are several restaurants and bars where you can choose to rent bicycles 
or use the minibus to take you into the park. Entrance fee is 90 Kuna for adults and 
30 Kuna for children above 6 years of age and this includes use of minibus and ferry 
to the Benedictine Monastery on the lake. The island is lovely spot where you can 
spend some time and maybe have a meal or a drink in one of the restaurants. 

Leaving the island you should take the boat towards Mali Most. Have a walk back 
from here (1.5 km) or stay on the boat that will then take you back to where you 
started and where you may catch the minibus again back to Polace. Cars are not 
allowed inside the park, but you may drive up to a parking place and walk the last 
500 meters to the same spot where the minibus would drop you off. 

Sightseeing 

There are many places worth a visit on Mljet. If you stay longer than a day or plan to 
come back you should buy a guidebook. The book often mentions the Cave of 
Odysseus. Legend has it that Calypso, the stunningly beautiful daughter of Poseidon, 
found Odysseus after a shipwreck, fell in love with him and kept him in sweet 
captivity in this cave for seven years.  

There is a trail down from Babino Polje marked with red dots and arrows - but be 
warned! It is tough. Bring water, cover your head from the sun, wear good shoes with 
rubber soles and expect to use at least two hours. The locals will tell you that you can 
reach the cave in 30 minutes and that is just possible if you are young and healthy, 
but you also have to come back and I can tell you from experience that it is very 
tough to climb the rocks again. I was reminded of my age and lack of regular 
exercise. 

If you want to explore the other end of Mljet you should visit the south-eastern tip of 
the island and a place called Saplunara. It is known for its sandy beaches. There are 
two beaches, Big Saplunara and Small Saplunara. Another possibly is to visit a 
beautiful sandy beach called Blace Bay about 20 minutes walking from Saplunara. It 
faces the open sea and is shielded by cliffs. The beach is about 1 km long and 
surrounded by old pines. Blace may be used as a naturist beach. 

Return by Ferry 

When you go back again from Sobra be aware that the last ferry is at 20:00 and that 
the cars will get on board in the order they arrive. Just like all other ferry lines 
between the islands it is not possible to book. You just drive up, buy your ticket at the 
office and wait. In June 2006 there were very few cars, but I have no idea how 
popular it will be during July and August. It could be a good idea to ask at the office 
how early they advice you to queue up. Part of Mljet was declared a National Park in 
1960. 
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The Bacina Lakes 

 

Bacina is a village 7 km west of Ploce.The lakes are a very beautiful sight. The six 
interconnected lakes lie about half an hours drive North of Komarna and are visible 
from the coastal road. They more or less have the same colour as the brochures 
advertising diving trips to The Maldives. The lakes are a favoured spot for the locals 
so it's possible to buy food and drink. Remember to bring your diving glasses. It's not 
The Maldives but there is an abundance of fish in the water anyway. 

To get down to the lakes, look out for a small road in Bacina going down to the right. 
There are no road signs. Just after you enter the small road you can go straight 
ahead or you can turn left. Both roads will take you to quiet places where you can 
swim and walk. In Sladinac there are remains of an antique wall and Roman 
mosaics. Remains of an early Christian basilica from the 6th century have also been 
found here. Next to the ruins of the church of St. Andrew there is an old burial 
ground. 

A Trip to Peljesac 

 

The Peninsular lies between the Neretva and Mali Ston Channels to the northeast 
and the Peljesac and Mljet Channels to the southwest. It is a mountainous region 
with the highest point at 961m. Most of the Peninsular belonged to the Republic of 
Dubrovnik from the 1400's until 1808 while the western part belonged to The 
Republic of Venice. 

There is basically just one road going east to west. The Peninsular can easily be 
visited in a day trip especially if you take advantage of the ferry from Ploce to Trpanj. 

Ferry from Ploce to Peljesac 

The ferry leaves Trpanj at 06:45, 12:00 (not Sunday) and 16:30 - and it leaves Ploce 
at 09:30, 14:15 (not Sunday) and 18:30. The trip take about an hour and the ticket 
price is about 150 Kuna for car and passengers (2006). During July and August there 
can be many cars waiting and you must be at the ferry 1-2 hours before it leaves. 
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Some of the best Croatian wine comes from Peljesac and there are opportunities for 
wine and mussel tasting in many places on the peninsular. 

Blagaj and Buna River 

 

Blagaj's highlights are the Buna Spring and the adjacent Ottoman house and 
monastery called the Dervish House. The Dervish are an ascetic sect in islam best 
known for going into trance by dancing spinning round and round. There are still 
Dervish people practicing in Bosnia Herzegovina, as well as in Turkey and The 
Middle East. 

The spring is amazing. It flows out of the bottom of a 200m high cliff wall and creates 
the Buna River. The Ottoman sultan was impressed, and ordered a tekija to be built 
right next to it. This 16th century house/monastery was built for the Dervish cults and 
is still one of the most mystical places in all of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Blagaj's old 
town is worth taking a walk through. This lazy Herzegovina town moves at a slow 
pace and many of its old structures are reminiscent of Ottoman days. 

A newly built heritage trail around the town is a rather pleasant 30-45 minute walk 
around the town starting at the Tekija Dervish House and visiting the Velagic house 
built in 17th century a beautiful example of Ottoman stone masonry. In the vicinity are 
also old flour mills that the strong Buna powered. On the way to Blagaj try to visit a 
wonderful hidden restaurant that you may find if you follow the driving instructions 
and not the road signs. 

Driving Directions: 

Drive towards Mostar. One of the last villages before you reach Mostar and the 
airport is Buna (same name as the river). Turn right in Buna just after you have 
passed the river. Turn left first time and then keep to the right following a narrow 
winding road. One kilometre down the road there is a restaurant in lovely settings - 
perfect for a rest and with very reasonable prices. Continue on the road after the 
restaurant until you reach a T-junction. Turn left and next T-junction is in Buna where 
you turn right and follow the road through Blagaj. Keep to the right along the river 
until you reach a parking space just before the Dervish House. There is a parking fee 
of 4 Kuna per hour.  
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Historical Excursions 
 
If you would like to stay out of the towns and cities there are some great places to go 
and see and enjoy the areas rich history including …. 

The Napoleon Road from Neum to Metkovic 

The Napoleon road (or French Road) crossed Neretva at Kula Norinska and 
continued through Metkovic over the mountains to Neum and further on almost down 
to Dubrovnik. The part from Neum to Metkovic is an interesting trip that any car can 
make as long as you drive carefully and give way to those coming towards you. 

We recommend that you travel this part of the road starting from Neum towards 
Metkovic. 

There is a new road under construction where you can join the Napoleon Road 
without going into Neum. The new road turns off the coastal road just before the 
Neum Border, but in June 2007 it was still not finished.  

·  Go left in the big T-junction in Neum  
·  Continue until you reach a border station and turn left towards Metkovic. It 

may be a little confusing because the customs and their sheds are placed so 
that you may think you re-enter Croatia going straight ahead - but don't. Take 
a sharp left turn.  

·  Now it is really just going straight ahead until you reach Metkovic You will 
pass high over a nature reserve and go all the way down again to drive along 
the delta and through small villages where life seems to be lived pretty much 
like it used to be when grandmother was young.  

·  On the way down you should stop by the Chapel for St Nicolas and leave a 
few Kuna at the statue. Inside the small Chapel there is a very beautiful Maria 
with child. Maybe you can see her through the window.  

·  Continue to go straight ahead all the time in Metkovic and you will follow the 
old road all the way to the point where the original bridge over Neretva was. 
Not Neretva as it is to day, but the old riverbed that you have been following 
on your right.  

·  You now join the main road where the tower of Kula Norinska is. There is a 
road sign opposite that point to Krvavac II. This village was divided when the 
riverbed was changed and the other part of it, Krvavac I is now on the other 
bank, separated, just as the village of Kula Norinska has been separated from 
its famous tower.  
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Norinska Tower 

When you have joined the main road between Opuzen and Metkovic you will see a 
tower ruin by the bank of the river. Norinska Kula (tower) was build by the Turks in 
the beginning of 1400’s and together with the rest of the fort that does not exist any 
more, it was a defence against Venice. Today the tower and the village are 
separated because the Neretva river bed was changed. 

The purpose of Norinska Tower and fortification was to keep the Venetians away 
from the valley and to have a stronghold where the Turkish possessions in Bosnia 
and Hercegovina could be defended from. The Turks didn't quite succeed. Already in 
1685 the Turks had to give in to a Venetian siege and leave the area. But with the 
towers strategic importance the Turks wanted it back. And they got it. Several times 
in fact. During the next centuries the Venetians and the Turks succeeded one 
another in being masters of the tower. This rivalry came to an end when both of them 
were kicked out by Austrian troops. 

Under Austrian rule the Norin River altered its course and the tower lost its strategic 
importance and it was abandoned. The tower is very well preserved and it is 
definitely worth to park the car and have a look while the chance is still there. There 
are persistent rumours that the county mayor plans to open a restaurant in the 
tower!!! 

The Trsteno Arboretum 

 

You can't miss the gardens when you drive through Trsteno about 20 kilometres 
North of Dubrovnik. The garden has more than 300 species of trees and numerous 
plants from around The Mediterranean and the world. Together with the architecture 
from the Gothic-Renaissance period this makes The Trsteno Arboretum one of the 
finest gardens in this part of Europe. 

The botanical garden at Trsteno North of Dubrovnik was founded in 1492 by the 
Gucetic-family who resided in the splendid 15th century summer residence in the 
centre of the garden until it was nationalised by the communists. 
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Being able to see the gardens today can be considered somewhat of a miracle. 
During the civil war Serbian Navy ships and air planes shelled the gardens with 
phosphorus bombs on the 2 and 3 of November 1991. To this day you can still see a 
few Mexican palm trees that live despite their outer trunks look like charcoal. There is 
a splendid view from the bottom of the park. From the main road follow the signs for 
Camping and just keep going down. At the end of the road there is a small harbour 
and some abandoned houses. Not abandoned because nobody wants them, but 
because it is difficult to establish ownership. Rumours are that the American actor 
John Malkovic will buy one of them which appears to belong to the Government of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Link to more information about The Trsteno Botanical Garden. 

Necropolis Radimlja 

 

The burial ground is on the road between Capljina and Stolac (turn right towards 
Stolac 9 km from Metkovic). The road follows the Bregava River where Cro-Magnon 
man lived 13000 years ago. Stone tools and bones have been found in Badanj Cave 
(Spilja Badanj) together with some engravings outlining a horse and other signs like 
arrows. Unfortunately the cave is not accessible. 

About 20 km down the road in the area of Vidovo Polje and on the right side of the 
road a few kilometre before Stolac there is a large burial ground with "stecaks" (old 
tombstones) from the early Middle Ages. It is probably the best preserved 
monuments in this part of the world. The area is not in a good shape, but has been 
declared a national monument and there is hope that the government will stop the 
pollution and destruction. If not - go and see it before it disappears. The stones and 
the engravings are very interesting. 

Standing on the Necropolis and looking north towards the hills you are almost able to 
see the remains of the old Hellenistic town of Daorson which go back to the Iron Age 
and was inhabited from the start of the early Bronze Age (17. to 16.century BC). 
There are massive town walls with very large stone blocks and two great arched 
entrances that are now ruined. At the back, against the cliff there is a so-called 
Akropolis. The Romans conquered and destroyed this culture in the second century 
BC, but used the town as a outpost for Narona until the Avar tribes conquered it and 
destroyed it in the 800's. 

We tried to get to the ruins, but must unfortunately advise against it. The road to the 
top is a bit scary and there are still mine fields up there that has not been cleared. 

The archaeological site of the Hellenistic town of Daorson is designated as a National 
Monument of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 



Komarna Apartments, Klek, Dalmatia, Croatia. 

Page 23 of 50 

Roman Camp Gracine in Humac 

Humac is about 5 km south-west of Ljubuski, and now almost part of the suburbs of 
Ljubuski. The area of Gracine in Humac is on a plateau between the left bank of the 
river Trebizat to the south and Humac to the north. The Roman military camp was 
built on level and well-drained land. About 450 m to the south of the camp is a bridge 
over the Trebizat River. There was probably a bridge here in ancient times too. The 
site is bounded on three sides by local roads and to the north-west by the Vrgorac-
Ljubuski road. 

The role of the military camp was to protect the main Roman site of Narona during 
the war with the Dalmatians at the time of Augustus' campaigns in 35 to 33 BC. 
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Churches in the area  

Churches in the Neretva Area 

There are no very old churches in the Neretva Valley even though the area has been 
Christian since the 300's when the Romans persecuted the early Christians. The 
reason is that Avatar tribes sacked the area in 600's and had many churches 
destroyed and later most of the valley was under Turkish occupation, which also did 
little to support, building of churches. When the churches are named after a saint, 
you will see the name starting Sv. It stands for sveti, the Croatian word for saint. 

Churches in your parish 

Komarna belongs to the parish of Slivno Ravno. The parish covers the Neretva Delta 
from Opuzen to Blace at the sea and all the way South to Neum. 

It was liberated from Turkish occupation in 1689 and became part of Venice. The 
present parish was founded with centre in the most important village of that time, 
Slivno Ravno. There were many small villages in the area, and many of them are no 
longer inhabited - including Slivno Ravno. 

 

The biggest population is now around Vlaka where there is a new church and where 
Father Senko, the parish priest lives. Vlaka - Our Lady of Health. A big modern 
church from 1990 that has a beautiful interior. Placed centrally to where people live 
now. 

Driving directions to Vlaka: From Komarna towards Opuzen. Turn left just after the 
petrol station and supermarkets and before crossing the bridge over Mala Neretva. 
Follow the left bank. There are parking spaces at the church. 

 

Raba  This church is located on a hill with a great view of the bay and Peljesac 
Peninsular. Mass is served here every second week. 
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Driving directions to church of Raba: From Komarna, drive 4 km towards Opuzen. 
Turn left towards Raba. After 300 m turn left at small roadside shrine. This leads 
straight to the church 

 

Blace It's a former fishing village at the end of the Neretva Delta. There are still some 
old fishing boats there. The church is at the far end of the village. 

Directions to church in Blace: Take the fast road through the delta. Go to Opuzen. 
After you have gone past River Mala Neretva look out for a road sign saying "Blace". 
This is a flat direct road through the delta. 

 

Klek  A new church has been built in Klek in the middle of the town and close to the 
beach. 

 

Slivno Ravno  The old main church of the parish lies in nice surroundings in the 
mountains. 500 people lived here when the church was build. Now there is only a 
handful permanent residents. 
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Sv. Liberate  Small church, which has been beautifully restored. There is a steep 
footpath leading to the church and when you are there you are rewarded with a 
marvellous view of the Neretva delta to one side and the sea and Peljesac to the 
other side. 

 

Smrdan-Grad  Small church in the ruins of the old fortification and with a very special 
view of Klek, the sea and Peljesac 

Driving directions to Slivno Ravno, Sv. Liberate and Smrdan-Grad: 
Coming from Komarna go 5.5 km towards Opuzen, look out for a big crucifix and for 
a road sign on your right pointing to Slivno Ravno. Turn sharply right and continue for 
1.5 km. 
Turn right at a monument and drive along the churchyard up to the church of Slivno 
Ravno. 
To go to the small church of Sv. Liberate, turn the car and go left down a very small 
road. 
After 200m you pass a house on your left. 
After 400m you reach a T-junction. Park the car here. 
Walk right along a stonewall for few meters and turn left into a very small foot path 
Walk along the footpath up, up and up. 
Eventually you will be rewarded with a magnificent view of the Neretva Delta and the 
sea. 
Walk - and drive back to the church of Slivno Ravno 
Turn left, on the opposing road that took you up here. 
Now turn right at the monument and continue. 
After 300 m there is a road on your right 
After 100 m is an almost T-junction, where you turn left. 
After 100 m you pass a large new house on your left. 
After 200 m you pass a roadside shrine on your right 
Take notice after 400 m where you pass an Illyrian burial ground where there are 
tombstones all over the place and most of them with typical Illyrian decorations. 
After another 300 m pass a road on your right 
After 500 m you reach Smrdan-Grad with the ruins of an old fortification and the 
small church overlooking Klek. 
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When you go back, do have a look at the Illyrian stones (called stecici). It is quite 
unique and anywhere else there would be tourist busses and souvenir salesmen. 

Churches around Neretva River 

Opuzen  - Sv. Stjepan,  1883. Situated in the centre of the town. Nice interior. 

Metkovic - Sv. Franjo , 1987, Seen to the right just before Metkovic coming from 
Opuzen 

 
Sv. Ilija  (St. Elias), 1870, in the centre of the old town in Metkovic and a little up the 
southern slope of the hill. It has three naves like a basilica in Roman and neo-Gothic 
style. There is a lovely view of the Neretva Valley from the church. 

 

Vid - Sv. Vid . The present small church was build in the 1400's and it stands on the 
ruins of a much bigger basilica that was in use from 400's to mid 600's when Narona 
was abandoned and the church was destroyed by Avar tribes. The Basilica was 
partly excavated 10 years ago, but the archaeologists had to cover everything again 
because they could not control the water. They are now waiting for funds to build a 
drainage system. 

On the North side of the church you can find the remains of the earliest place where 
people were baptised by walking down into a water basin. A very big area around the 
church is full of early Christian graves and they are very well preserved - thanks to 
the water that is making it difficult to dig. In the early graves are small glass bottles 
with the tears of the deceased's family and some gold and silver jewellery - which the 
archaeologists do not want to talk about because so much has already been stolen 
and sold both on the black market and to museums all over Europe. 

 

Bagalovici  - Our Lady of Carmen, 1865. The church is newly renovated and it 
serves three parishes. It is situated high above the valley in beautiful surroundings 
and with an interesting churchyard. Below the church is the abandoned village of 
Bagalovici and remains of ancient civilisations. 
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Desne The village is outside the main roads 12 km from Metkovic. 

 

Komin   St Anthony, 1924. Build with stones from the island of Brac 

Rogotin   Situated 3 km from Ploce 

Podrujnica   Is the common name for a number of smaller settlements on Metkovic-
Vrgorac road. 
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Fortifications in the area 

The area around Komarna is extremely old and historic – dating back to pre-history. 
There are many very interesting fortifications in the area for the ones who are 
interested in the history: 

Fort Opus   

 

Fort Opus is on top of a hill just outside Opuzen to the right when going towards 
Metkovic. The fort was build by the Venetians and the last function was as prison 
during the Austro-Hungarian rule. It is now a ruin and well worth a visit because of 
the view from the top. To find the road to the top you must go into Opuzen and find 
Mala Neretva - the small river that breaks off from Neretva in Opuzen. Follow the 
road along the left bank of Mala Neretva. From the centre of Opuzen and driving 
along the river you pass a small bridge and just after that bridge there is a narrow 
road on your left leading to the top. 

If you come from Komarna you can also take the road towards Podgradina just after 
the petrol station and restaurants before Opuzen. Follow the bank of Mala Neretva 
and turn right for Fort Opuz just before the road crosses the small bridge. 

Postrednica  in the island between Neretva and Mala Neretva at Opuzen there was a 
medieval fortress build by Dubrovnik to protect their trade interests. It was left and 
ruined by Dubrovnik when they withdrew to Ston in 1472, 

Brstanik  is situated above Podgradina near Opuzen. It was build by a Bosnian King 
in 1382. In 1686 the Venetians restored the fort. As late as World War I it was in use 
as a prison camp for Russian soldiers. The fort burned down in 1939. 

 

Kula Norinska  is where Napoleon Road crossed Neretva close to the Metkovic-
Opuzen road. Norinska Kula (tower) was build by the Turks in the beginning of 
1400's and together with the rest of the fort that does not exist any more it was a 
defence against Venice. Today the tower and the village are separated because the 
Neretva river bed was changed. 
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The purpose of Norinska Tower and fortification was to keep the Venetians away 
from the valley and to have a stronghold where the Turkish possessions in Bosnia 
and Hercegovina could be defended from. The Turks didn't quite succeed. In 1685 
the Turks had to give in to a Venetian siege and leave the area. But with the towers 
strategic importance the Turks wanted it back. And they got it. Several times in fact. 
During the next centuries the Venetians and the Turks succeeded one another in 
being masters of the tower. This rivalry came to an end when both of them were 
kicked out by Austrian troops. 

Under Austrian rule the Norin River altered its course and the tower lost its strategic 
importance and it was abandoned. The tower is very well preserved and it is 
definitely worth to park the car and have a look while the chance is still there. There 
are persistent rumours that the county mayor plans to open a restaurant in the 
tower!!! There is a sister fortification inside Herzegovina. See under Hercegovina 
Trip. 
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Beaches in the area 
 
If you want a break from the promenade in Komarna there are many beaches in the 
area. The Adriatic coast is not known for it’s sandy beaches so many of them in the 
area are pebbly, or course. Here is a few …. 

Komarna:   

 

There is a pebble beach just south of the village 300 m from the centre and it is safe 
for small children. You may also swim directly from the rock beach that runs all the 
way along the coast. Small children must be supervised at the rock beach. 

If you have a lot to carry you may drive a car to the beach. It is possible to park there 
- unless you come late on Sundays where the place can be rather crowded. The road 
to the beach continues and used to connect with the coastal road close to Duboka, 
but the construction work for the bridge has interfered some and it is probably not 
passable any more. 

Klek :  

 

If you want to try a different beach than Komarna, the obvious choice is Klek. It has a 
beach with fine pebbles and it is quite safe for children. During the high season there 
is a fee for using the parking area (30 Kuna). Along the beach there are small bars 
and restaurants and the place is very crowded during the weekends. 

Neum: Has a couple of pebble beaches with many bars and restaurants close by and 
at the beach. There is a parking fee during the season. Since it is the only piece of 
coast that belongs to Hercegovina, it is very crowded by people from several big 
hotels. 

Others: There are other small hidden pebble beaches that are a bit more difficult to 
find - except if you have a boat. When you go from Komarna towards Opuzen turn 
left on a small road towards Raba and Duba. After about one km turn left towards 
Kremena 400 m after you turned left (direction Duba is a bad road that should be 
avoided). You must then turn left again and continue on the gravel road down to an 
unnamed little beach where the locals have build all sorts of strange cabins. The road 
is passable for any car, but it isn't possible for two cars to pass each other, so look 
well ahead to see if somebody is coming towards you. Instead of turning left you can 
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also continue and go to Kremena where there is an artificial gravel beach. 300m 
further on to the right, along the beach, is Duba Beach where you can get a close 
look at one of the many caves that were build by the former Yugoslavian Navy as 
shelter for their naval ships. There is also a coffee shop in Duba. 

 

 

Blace:  

 

There are beaches around Blace. Have a look under "Blace" for driving directions, or 
take the fast road through the delta. Go to Opuzen. After you have gone past River 
Mala Neretva look out for a road sign saying "Blace". This is a flat direct road through 
the delta 

Camp Rio:  Instead of driving into Blace (pebble beaches) you may go straight ahead 
before the pumping station and go 500 m to Camp Rio camping, restaurant and 
shopping. The beach here on your left is the closest you will get to a sand beach 
around here. It is coarse brown gravel that some like better than the rock - and some 
don't. Have a look and decide for yourself. There are also similar beaches further out 
by the mouth of Neretva. 
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A little bit of history! 

The Pre-Croatian Period 

 

We can be certain of habitation as far back as the older Stone Age and it is also 
assumed that The Cro-Magnon man lived here 13 thousand years ago. From the 
later Stone Age period, there is proof of the existence of a pre-Illyrian culture. In the 
older Bronze Age, there is evidence of Illyrian tribes. In the second century BC, the 
Daors allied themselves with the Romans and waged war with the Illyrian tribes of 
Dalmatia.  The Illyrian province of Dalmatia had its administration seat in Solin near 
Split, and from the third century in Narona just outside Metkovic. 

Illyrians: There were three Roman - Illyrian wars between 229 and 167 BC. The 
Romans tried to conquer Illyrian lands, to get rid of Illyrian pirates which were 
tolerated by their Queen Teuta. The llyrians worshipped the life-giving Great Mother 
and the Sun, which later developed into the adoration of the Greek sun god Apollo. 
The Cult of the Snake was also important; this animal was sacred in all matriarchal 
religions in Europe and therefore became demonized by Christianity. The snake was 
considered to be the protector warriors and of the dead. The Illyrians also 
worshipped the Earth and their ancestors. 

The Beginnings of Croatian History 

 

At the end of the 6th century, Croatians began to establish themselves in these 
regions. There are different opinions on where the Croats originate from. One story is 
that they come from Poland and that they were invited into the area to help defend 
the borders. A fact is that Croatians have a long reputation for being great warriors. 
During the Ottoman Empire most of Croatia was organised like an army and military 
law was enforced for all - men, women and children. When Croatia was part of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire there were also special regiments of Croatians that earned 
great respect. 
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From the medieval period, the most famous memorials of the civilisation in this region 
are the "stecak" - truly indigenous grave memorials. Up to the 12th century, this area 
was Glagolitic (which is a fascinating story by it self - about the Glagolithic alphabet 
and more about history have a look at: http://www.croatianhistory.net/etf/et03.html). 

The Period of Turkish Occupation 

Christianity arrived to the area in the time of the Romans. Judging by the amount of 
early Christian church ruins it was widespread. In large part they were destroyed, and 
churches were levelled to the ground during the time of the migration in the 6th and 
7th centuries AC. The Croatian settlers accepted Christianity very early.  

 

Bosnia-Hercegovina fell under Turkish power in the year 1463. The Turkish invaders 
wished to occupy the whole of Croatia too, to reach Vienna and Rome. On their way, 
the Croatians stopped them; for this reason, the Pope proclaimed them to be the 
"bulwark of Christianity" and Croatia still to this date has a special relationship with 
Rome. Croatia nevertheless had to pay a high price 

The life of the Catholics under Turkish rule was constantly exposed to the forced 
passage into Islam, to oppression and to persecution. Under the Turkish feudal 
system, no Croatian could possess anything immovable. Catholics were permanently 
considered as enemies of the state, because their head was in enemy territory: 
Rome. 

The Austro-Hungarian Administration and the Creatio n of Early Yugoslavia 

After liberation from Ottoman rule in 1878, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy took 
power in Croatia. Croatia was considered a part of Hungary for several periods, but 
they never managed to establish a truly sovereign state and getting some amount of 
independence. In 1929, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia was established, which was to 
crumble at the beginning of the Second World War. The kingdom was mainly 
dominated by the Serbians. 

After the war a new Yugoslavia was born out of the partisan movement that was led 
by Marshal Tito. Tito was a Croat and as long as he lived he managed to keep the 
South (Yugo) Slavs together in one state, but there was - and is not much love 
between the different people and Yugoslavia was never popular with common 
people. It was an elite dream that could not survive the change of leadership and 
today we have a more natural division of the area where the people are able to 
identify with their common culture and background. 
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Neretva River and Heritage 

 

The Neretva Valley is an area where tribes, nations and their armies have fought for 
dominance since the beginning of time. The trade routes have gone through Neretva 
Valley since prehistoric time. Those who controlled the valley and its many robbers 
and pirates could control the trade for all of present day Croatia and Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Neretva River emerges beneath Zelengora Mountain in eastern 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Through canyons, cliffs and hollows in its upper and middle 
courses, it forces its way through the Dinaric Alps to spread downstream of the 
village of Pocitelj in Hercegovina over a vast wetland valley and to flow through its 
large delta into the Adriatic Sea. 

Neretva is the largest river of the eastern part of the Adriatic Basin. It has been 
harnessed and controlled to a large extent by several hydroelectric power-plants and 
their storage lakes, but it still remains unique in its beauty and the diversity of its 
landscape. The Lower Neretva valley contains the largest and the most valuable 
remnants of the Mediterranean wetlands on the eastern Adriatic coast and one of the 
few areas of this kind remaining in Europe. 

The valley has a rich monumental heritage witnessing the presence of man in this 
area for thousands of years. Turning of wetland into fertile land and establishment of 
transportation routes to the hinterland created the conditions for the development of 
settlements. Many prehistorical fortifications and settlements are scattered on high 
and low grounds along the Neretva River. This area seems to have been inhabited 
by Illyrian tribes as far back as in the Iron Age. In the 4th century B.C., the Greeks 
founded an emporium (port) here, which developed into the well known market town 
Narona, today the Village Vid near Metkovic. All over the delta around Narona there 
were suburbs and estates the remnants of which are now covered by the marsh and 
deposited sediments. Many monuments from the Roman time are present, too, such 
as city walls with towers, Roman villas, mosaics, epitaphs. The medieval monuments 
are few. During the Turkish invasion at the end of the 1400's, several churches were 
destroyed and the memory of those times is kept alive by the fortress Norinska Kula 
situated at the mouth of the small Norin River into the Neretva River. Due to frequent 
wars in this area, no significant monuments from the time of the City/State of Venice 
have been left. 
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Croatian Wine 

 

Detailed information of the Peljesac Wines and manufactures 

The best wines come from the Dingac slopes behind the mountain where the ground 
is very stony and where you would not think the chances are big of producing any 
kind of crop. But believe me, some of the wines are world class and since the return 
of Croats who have learned wine production in California, the quality has been stable 
year over year. Go into one of the places where they offer you samples of their 
wines. Taste them - and try also to taste the more expensive ones. If you enjoy wines 
and maybe even has it as a hobby, you will be able to taste something that is still 
quite rare in Europe, but is sure to gain respect over the next few years. 

The typical Dingac is a strong, dry red wine with 14% alcohol content, but there are 
several variations and they also produce some good white wines (the best one I have 
tasted for years - actually). 

If you want to taste the most famous Dingac wine you have to go down towards the 
little town Trstenik - that is well before you get to Potomje at the eastern edge of 
Dingac district. Half way down from the main road on the left you find the house of 
Mr. Grgic. He makes one red wine and the price is 200 Kuna per bottle. Hefty, but I 
promise you it is something quite unique. The wines from the area east of the Dingac 
District is called Postup. It is the same grapes, but very different wines. 

Wine in South Dalmatia 

Important words to remember when you "decode" the labels: 

Bijelo vino = White wine  

Crno vino (black) = Red wine  

Crveno vino (red) = Red wine  

Stolno vino = Table wine  

Kvalitetno vino = Quality wine  

Vrhunsko vino = Excellent wine  

Suho = Dry  

Croatia has a long tradition for wine making and most of it is still produced from small 
private wine yards and consumed by the farmer's family and friends. Everybody in 
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Dalmatia has their own secret place where they get "the best wine" from and some of 
it is amazingly good. The problem is however that as it is fermented and produced by 
traditional methods it is not possible to maintain a reasonably predictable quality. 
Some years it is very good and some it is terrible. 

On the Peljesac Peninsula we find a good example in the small village Trstenik 
where Mr Miljenko Grgic has founded Grgic Vina. As a young man Mr. Grgic studied 
wine making at the University of Zagreb. In 1958 he immigrated to USA with 20 dollar 
in his pocket and eventually ended up running his own winery in Napa Valley. He 
returned to Croatia in 1996 and he now produces some of the best wines made on 
the red Plavac Mali and the white Posip grapes. Both are indigenous to Croatia and 
specifically Peljesac. 

On Peljesac the grapes are protected by law. Here you also find the two most 
famous districts: Postup and Dingac. Both districts use Plavac grapes, and the wines 
are quite different in character. Postup grows in the centre of Peljesac and Dingac 
grows on the western slopes of the mountain range running along the cost. 

Plavac Mali is also grown in many other places along the Croatian cost - resulting in 
very different qualities. But the home of the grape is Peljesac and this is where you 
should visit it and taste it. The Peljesac Dingac may have up to 15% alcohol so you 
better agree who should drive before you start tasting (Please do remember that the 
Croats have a zero tolerance towards drinking and driving. The police have the gear 
to test you and they will use it). 

 

In Potomje, further west from Trstenik you should visit Mr. Matusko's cellar. Here you 
have the option to compare different wines from both Postup and Dingac districts and 
at prices from 20 to 80 Kuna per bottle. You find The Matusko winery west of the 
main road just before you enter Potomje. Turn down the road and turn left at the first 
big buildings. 

The Plavac Mali wine plant does not quite look the way you may expect. It is kept 
very low and almost like a bonsai. The reason is that the very hot weather in summer 
can completely dry out the ground, but with the plants kept low and close together 
they can keep a proper amount of humidity. If you see plants tied up like they are in 
Italy and France it is the white wine which is more robust and can manage on dry 
soil. 

The historic origin of Croatian wine is probably Greek. The ancient Greeks did not 
only establish a commercial and cultural centre in Dalmatia they also planted wine. 
Twenty two centuries ago the Greek writer Athenaios wrote about the wine produced 
on the Dalmatian island of Vis, Hvar and Korcula. Many jugs and coins have been 
found from that time with symbols of wine and wine growing. It was an important 
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factor in the economic life of people in the Greek colonies. The tradition around wine 
growing was continued by the Romans and later the Slavs. 

Wine making on Korcula and Peljesac was at times almost a cult and wine was 
treated as a sacred liquid. There is a statute from 1214 for Korcula that contains strict 
rules protecting the vineyards. 

 



Komarna Apartments, Klek, Dalmatia, Croatia. 

Page 39 of 50 

Inventory of apartment 
 

Dining Room 

Dining Table  

6 X Dining Chairs 

Two wicker arm chairs 

One wicker sofa 

One sofa bed with 3 cushions and throw 

One long mirror 

One TV unit 

TV, DVD player, CD player, Satellite box  

Visitor games  

5 hanging pictures 

One large floor lamp 

Kitchen 

One fridge 

One microwave oven 

One Coffee bodum 

One electric kettle 

One dustbin 

One mop and bucket 

One brush 

One small brush and pan 

One cloth tidy 

6 large white plates 

4 large soup bowls 
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6 side plates 

4 saucers 

15 cups (assorted sizes) 

6 wine glasses 

10 knives 

10 spoons 

10 forks 

6 small spoons 

6 small forks 

One hand blender 

Assortment of kitchen utensils 

One pair of oven gloves 

4 hand towels 

One sauce pot 

One pryex oval dish 

4 salad bowls (two plastic and two steel) 

3 large pots 

One frying pan 

One hob oven 

2 sets of 6 place mats and coasters  

One tea leave holder and one coffee holder 

Hall wall 

One book case 

One ornamental pot 

6 hanging pictures 
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Bedroom One 

Large double bed 

One hanging wardrobe 

One laundry basket 

One hanging picture 

Two bedside lockers 

Two bedside lamps 

En-suite bathroom 

One shower tidy 

Two towel rails 

One glass shelf 

Bedroom two 

One double bed 

One single bed 

One hanging wardrobe 

One side locker 

One bedside lamp 

Main bathroom 

One washing machine 

One shower tidy 

One towel rail 

Bedroom Three 

Two single beds 

One hanging wardrobe 

One side locker 
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Balcony 

7 white balcony chairs 

One solid marble table 

One clothes horse 
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Important contact details 
 
Email addresses: 
 
Paul Silke paul@komarnaholiday.com 
 
Ksenija (contact in Villi-Billi) villa@villa-bili.com 
 
Telephone numbers 
 
Paul Mobile 
 
+353 86 6468903 
 
Ksenija Mobile 
 
0038 598 450537 
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Visitors book – please sign and let us know how we 
can do things better 
 
Name: 
 
______________________ 
 
Date of Visit: 
 
_______________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name: 
 
______________________ 
 
Date of Visit: 
 
_______________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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